ANGUS MACLEISH SITS IN A ROOM
PONDERING HIS EXISTENCE

for vocal sextet

Cameron Dodds












Props Required

1. Blown up balloons- all different colours and sizes and suspended
above ensemble x120

2. Glockenspiel with stand and rubber mallets

3. Rope noose and Stool (if staged)

Composers Note

"If this piece is staged- the prefereable staging would be for the curtain of the stage
to open to reveal a toppled over stool laying underneath a swinging noose. The
ensemble are already on stage behind these props. The piece begins when the noose
has stopped swinging" - C.D.

Duration: 13'30"



When | am sad.

| put on my slippers and make myself a cup of tea, open up the newspaper dated from December the 4th 1980.
| like to laugh at those fortunate but don't have the patience for current affairs.

When | am sad.

| imagine breaking her/his heart. She/he loves me ever so. It would be as easy as reciting the alphabet.
After a crippling emotional defeat- player one has left the game.
| imagine breaking her heart. She loves me and it would destroy her as quickly as reciting the alphabet.

When | am sad.

I'M NOT SAD | DONT GET SAD IF | GOT SAD THE WORLD GETS SAD.

I'M NOT MAD | DON'T GET MAD IF | GOT MAD THE WORLD GETS MAD.

I'M NOT GLAD | DON'T GET GLAD IF | GOT GLAD THE WORLD GETS GLAD.
I'M NOT BAD | DON'T GET BAD IF | GOT BAD THE WORLD GETS BAD.

I'M NOT SAD | DON'T GET SAD IF | GOT SAD THE WORLD GETS SAD.

When | am sad.

One: Wake up, no time to shave. The baby is crying again

(Wah Wah!)

Two: My wife if nagging me about the bills again, I'll have to take that second job.

(What about the gas, just pay off the water?)

Three: Driving to work, a man in a grey car hits my bonnet. We swap insurance details.

(I can't remember who my insurance provider is and | hope my premium does not increase or I'll be screwed! Why
did you pull out in front of me, dick?!)

Four: Jerry, from accounts, threatens to tell my wife about our kiss at the Christmas party.
(Did it mean nothing to you? 'Cause it kinda meant something to me!)

Fice: My boss harasses me again and again and again and again and again.

(Have you done those end of year reports | asked you to do for me?)

When | get home I'll run myself a bath...I wont even bother taking of my suit...my limbs thrashing, my body
splashing...SHUT UP, PLEASE LEAVE ME ALONE!...JUST SHUT UPL..I'll jump in the water...and hold my
own head under...in my mind | have transformed...I am living my dream, | am one of them!

OH, WHAT FUN IT IS TO BE A FISH!

SIMMING THROUGH THE WAVES WHENE'ER YOU WISH!
ALTHOUGH | WOULD DIE IF THERE WAS A DROUGHT,
THAT'S THE RISK YOU TAKE WHEN YOU ARE A TROUT!

When | am sad.

C Major chord.
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STUPID AND BIG.
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SLIGHTLY TOUNGUE

IN CHEEK.
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Episode 3
The conductor scrambles around popping the balloons with their baton in between each chanted crotchet. It should look utterly ridiculous.
Entries now initiated by the tenor.

X = pop a balloon with baton. 9
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A NO SPECIFIC PITCH.
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After the ensemble have finished. In no rush, the conductor makes finishes popping the balloons apart from one. The conductor
brings the remaining balloon to the front of the ensemble and pops it as the cue for the next chorus.
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Although | would die

if there was a drought.
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Swim-ming through the waves when e'er you wish! Although | would die if there was a drought.
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Swim-ming through the waves when e'er you wish! Although | would die if there was a drought.
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That's the risk you take when you are

Oh, what fun

That's the risk you take when you are

Oh, what fun

That's the risk you take when you are

Oh, what fun

e e
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Oh, what fun is
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Oh, what fun
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Swim-ming through the waves when e'er you wish!

Although | would die if there was a drought.

Swim-ming through the waves when e'er you wish!
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Although | would die if there was a drought.

Swim-ming through the waves when e'er you wish!

Although | would die if there was a drought.

Swim-ming through the waves when e'er you wish!

Although | would die if there was a drought.

Swim-ming through the waves when e'er you wish!

Although | would die if there was a drought.

Swim-ming through the waves when e'er you wish!

Although | would die if there was a drought.
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the waves when e'er you wish!

0
i T — : =

ot ==

Although | would die if there was a drought.
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Swim - ming through

the waves when e'er you wish!

Although | would die

if there was a drought.

Swim - ming through the waves when e'er you wish!

Although | would die if there was a drought.

Swim - ming through

the waves when e'er you wish!

Although | would die

e

if there was a drought.

Swim - ming through

the waves when e'er you wish!

Although | would die

if there was a drought.

Swim - ming through

the waves when e'er you wish!

Although | would die if there was a drought.
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Breathe when required
but not at same time.

Conducted.
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